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France Declares War.

Now, when the situation in France was very confusing. Almost everyone wanted peace, but, of course, in their own way. The émigrés for example wanted Austria and Prussia to invade France and restore Louis XVI to full power.

As you can see above, it wasn't everyone who wanted peace. The revolutionary leaders in France wanted a war against another country. They thought that it would unite the confused people, in the defense of their homeland.

Well, it became war. It was in April 1792 France declared war on Austria. In the beginning of the war, when the people had not been united, as the leaders thought they would be, the war went bad for France. Many officers were nobles and they had left France, that made the forces disorganized. Revolutionary ideas also caused some problems. For example there was one time when the people in a force demanded to vote on whether or not to attack the enemies. It was only one problem, it took too long time and they got attacked by their enemies while they were voting.

In August, the same year, Austrian and Prussian advanced for Paris. The duke of Brunswick, the Prussian leader, issued a declaration, later known as the Brunswick Manifesto. He warned that the leaders should be put to the "tortures which they have deserved" if Paris did not surrender peacefully, they would also burn the city.

The Parisian were not frightened by the duke's message. People instead came from all France to protect the revolution and they managed to force the invading troops to leave the country.

The war against Austria and Prussia made the economic situation in France bad, high prices and shortage of food.

One August morning revolutionaries took over the Paris government and established the Commune, a new administration.

Louis XVI's Execution.

The same August morning, as revolutionaries took over the Paris government, other revolutionaries attacked the palace. The king and queen had to flee to the Legislative Assembly, the assembly which write laws, hoping for protection. But the Assembly was under the control of the radicals. They removed the king from office and voted to imprison the royal family. After that they called for a national convention to write a new constitution.

After many problems, in a bad atmosphere, by voting for who to be in the convention, they could begin their work. Their first task was to vote for changing France from a monarchy to a republic or not. The result became: Republic.

After the voting about the govern they discussed what to do with the king. Some said it was best that Louis should be tried for treason. The more moderate people thought he should be held imprisoned until the war was ended.

Before they had decided what to do with the king, they found a trunk with letters which showed that Louis had been planning with the émigrés to crush the revolution.

After this the delegates sent Louis XVI to the death, by a majority of one vote.

The kings last words to the people, as he was walking up the stairs to the guillotine, on January 21, 1793, was: "People, I die innocent!"

The spread of the revolution scared kings in other countries, after the news about the execution of Louis XVI.

France Gets Attacked.

In 1793, French armies seemed to be fighting efficiently. But after the capture of the Austrian Netherlands and the threatening of the Dutch Netherlands and Prussia, in March 1793, other countries as Great Britain, the Dutch Netherlands and Spain supported Austria and Prussia in the war against France.

Many French people died and the economy was very bad. Now a great part of the French population thought the revolution had gone too far. People who opposed the revolution, counterrevolutionaries, led uprisings in the cities of Bordeaux, Lyon and Marseille.

The Committee of Public Safety.

Now, when France was threatened by other countries as well as French groups, the National Convention took drastic action. They created a Committee of Public Safety, which had almost dictatorial power. From July 1793 to July the next year, the Committee waged a campaign, which were very brutal. It was against all people who were against France and it was known as the Reign of Terror.

The leader of the Committee of Public Safety, during the Reign of Terror, was the ex-leader of the radical group the Jacobins, Maximilien Robespierre. His goal was to create a "Republic of Virtue," in which "our country assures the welfare of each individual and where each individual enjoys with pride the prosperity and the glory of our country", and so on. In other words he wanted to get a republic built of good quality, where the welfare should be guaranteed for every single person and that everyone should be proud for their country, France.

Agents were sent all over France, by the Committee of Public Safety, to help local revolutionary groups to unveil traitors. They wrote a new law, which made it possible to arrest someone who had been writing anything, been having some sorts of relation to anyone or if he had acting in a way, which made them suspect as counterrevolutionaries. Revolutionary courts could imprison anyone, with just very little evidence. This means that many trials were hold everyday everywhere in France. Between 20 000 and 40 000 men, women and children were sent to the guillotine. The former queen, Marie Antoniette, was one of them.

The Committee of Public Safety raised new French armies, where all the male population were suitable, age and profession did not matter. Now France was ready to meet the foreign threats.

The Committee also did everything they could to get a better economy. They set strict limits on wages and prices, they made it illegal to use the uncommon white wheat flour and they rationed food. They asked the citizens to use whole wheat flour to make "equality bread".

This economical action gave a result. By the spring 1794, the entire national effort had paid off. With the economical power France also got military power and were again very successful at the battlefield. But now, even the radical revolutionaries were beginning to question the need for constant executions at home. In July 1794, the National Convention thought Robespierre had gone too far, and they ordered his arrest. He was tried and executed. The execution did not just kill Robespierre, but also the Reign of Terror.

Summary of the Radical Phase.

It had just been going five years (1789-1794), but a lot had changed. The monarchy was suddenly gone, the king had been executed. 

People were now equal, since the revolution had declared it. The equality ended the slavery, and the feudal lords weren't lords anymore, since the National Convention had abolished them.

Even the fashion had changed. The beautiful, careful made, dresses were replaced by simple dresses and long trousers.

Free public schools were opened, so everyone could get education.

New Government.

In 1795 the constitution established a new government known as the Directory.

The Directory governed France during a very hard economic period. They pursued a very hard foreign policy and built the largest army in Europe.

One of the officers, in the large army, became very successful and won the admiration and attention of the French people. His name was Napoleon Bonaparte. He came to Paris in 1799, he had been out in the world fighting and winning battles. In Paris he found that many people was dissatisfied with the Directory. Napoleon overthrew the government by the help of his force and troops which were loyal to him.

I chose to write about the French revolution because I really was fascinated by the way the people didn’t like what was happening and took matter into their own hands instead of just being submissive, too afraid to speak up.
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